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Non-Lutheran Denominations Among
the Danish Immigrant Churches
By
Robert A (Bob) Olsen

Introduction
The combined 2012 Issue (Volume 35) of "The Bridge" was a
translation of Max Henius' "Den Danskfodte Amerikaner" (The
Danish-Born American), published in 1912. It is a fascinating addition
for the English speaking "Danes" dealing with many aspects of the
lives of the approximately 300,000 Danish-born that emigrated to the
United States in the years prior to that time. It discusses many aspects
of Danish-American life at the time, ranging from schools, societies,
the Danish press, old people's homes, organizations and churches.
Unfortunately when it comes to schools, churches, and newspapers
there is barely a mention of anything outside of the Lutheran Church
with the exception of a mention of the existence of some Baptist,
Methodist, and Adventists churches in Jim Iversen's comments on
the translation, none of the lists include any further data. The State
Church of the Motherland was/is Lutheran but it is usually estimated
that barely 25% (some historians estimate an even smaller percentage)
of all Danes coming to America remained faithful to the church.
Waldemar C. Westergaard notes in his article about Danes in Cass
County, North Dakota that "Though the state religion in Denmark
is Lutheran, there is hardly a member of the settlement who now
professes the old faith" and " ... the immigrants have gone through
their period of severe discipline in the catechism of the Danish
Lutheran Church ... and ... many on their arrival express freely their
dislike for the compulsory religious study" and "have never been
in any haste to join any new church organization in this country."
And even though the Danish Constitution (Grundlov) was changed
in 1849 to grant religious freedom (section 67) and forbid religious
persecution (section 70) it still existed, particularly for Baptists and
adherents to the proselytizing of the Mormon Church.
Another factor making it more difficult to determine the number
of Danes in churches in the United States was the fact that they came in
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much smaller numbers and considerably later than their Norwegian
and Swedish counterparts. It is also likely that many Danes may
have lost their "Danish" identity among the Norwegians who had
already established numerous settlements where the Danes could
and did feel comfortable, primarily due to the heritage they shared
as well as the language. The ties between the two countries were very
close, going back to the Union of Calmar of 1397, which had brought
together Denmark, Norway, and Sweden in personal unions. The
relationship with Denmark and Norway remained even after Sweden
left the Union in 1523. The 1814 Treaty of Kiel forced Denmark to cede
Norway to Sweden but in 1905 Norway declared their independence
from Sweden and after a public vote approved not only a monarchy
over a republic but also chose a Danish prince (Prince Carl, younger
brother of the future King Christian X) as their king. Christian and
Carl were sons of King Frederick VIII and Carl was married to his
first cousin, Maud, the daughter of King Edward VII and his queen
consort, Alexandra. King Frederick and Alexandra were brother and
sister, children of King Christian IX. Carl took the name Haakon V as
king and his son, born Alexander, was named Olaf and followed his
father to the throne over 50 years later in 1957.
The only church denomination besides Lutheran that actually
established a conference of Danish churches was the Baptist church.
Numerous ''branches" of the Mormon church, particularly in Utah,
which in 1890 had more Danish-born residents than any other state in
the Union, likely used the Danish language and were by far the largest
foreign speaking group of immigrants in the state, but were also
encouraged by the church leaders to adapt to the English language
as quickly as possible. The Seventh-Day Adventist church never had
a "formal" organization for foreign speaking congregations but did
extensive "Scandinavian" work, which was predominantly Danish (in
comparison to the Norwegian and Swedish churches established).
Norwegians always outnumbered Danes in the Methodist, Free
Church, as well as the Moravian Church, but the "Scandinavian"
Moravian Church was served mainly by Danish ministers. NorwegianDanish conferences existed in both the Methodist and the Free Church.
Danish pastors only accounted for approximately 10 percent of the
ministers in the Methodist Church and a relatively small percentage
of ministers within the Norwegian-Danish Free Church Association
(which would also include the early Congregational churches, as the
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early workers in this church were trained at the Chicago Theological
Seminary by P.C. Trandberg, a Danish minster who taught there from
1884-1890 when he was dismissed and established his own "Lutheran
Free Seminary from 1890-93). The sole Presbyterian church using the
Danish language was originally called Dano-Norwegian Presbyterian
Church until a name change after the turn of the century to Golgotha.
The Cragin #12 Corps of the Salvation Army in Chicago and the sole
Friends meeting were most likely almost entirely Danish.
Always proud of my Danish heritage but not having grown up
in a Danish area, I have long desired to make some contribution to
preserving some aspect of my Danish heritage. Personal connections
to Danish ancestors include my father's mother (Anna Matilda
Hansen Olsen) who was born, baptized, and raised in the Fredsville
Danish Lutheran Community just west of Cedar Falls, Iowa. My
grandmother's first cousin Anna Botilda "Tillie" married Axel Bent
Kjolhede, son of Peter and Caroline Amalie Brandt Kjolhede (Peter
was a former president of the Danish Lutheran Church) and Axel was
a brother of Mrs. Soren Rodholm, a well known minister and hymn
writer and translator in the Danish church. My father's father (Grant
Henry Olsen) was born near Independence, Iowa, where a Danish
Baptist congregation (Pine Creek) had been established in 1879.
My great grandfather (Christian) had a twin brother (James) who
remained a Baptist and one of his daughters married a minister of
the Danish Baptist church. My grandfather's family, however, moved
to Cedar Falls sometime in the 1890's where even though there was a
Danish Baptist church, somehow became involved with Bethlehem
Lutheran Church there. My grandfather's brother (Arnold Olsen)
was married to a daughter of one of the leaders of the community
of Quakers called "Little Copenhagen" near the present day Randall,
Iowa and were active Friends after their move to West Branch, Iowa
(also the birthplace of the Quaker President of the Unites States,
Herbert Hoover (their farm bordering the Presidential Library).
My research began while working on my Master of Church Music
degree in 1983. In one of my classes I began researching items such as
the "lur" and the Danish hymn writer N.F.S. Grundtvig for short class
projects. At the urging of Carl Schalck, a noted hymnody scholar and
my instructor, it was suggested that there was a lack of research done
on the hymnody of Scandinavia and this ultimately resulted in my
thesis devoted to the study of Danish hymnody, but from a 99 percent
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Lutheran perspective. In 1985 I was invited to make a presentation at
the West Denmark Family Camp in Luck, Wisconsin and afterwards
extended my trip to include a trip into Minnesota. It was there that I
discovered a book at a used book store that really "sparked the fire."
In the early 20th Century the United States Government also
conducted religious bodies census reports in 1906, 1916, 1926, and
1936. The first two of these were more detailed than the latter and
listed the number of congregations, by denomination, that used a
foreign language, either exclusively or in addition to English, in the
conduct of their worship services.
I soon discovered that not only Baptists, but Methodists, Free
Church, Seventh-Day Adventists, Moravians, and other denominations
conducted missionary work among these Danish immigrants, often
with rather significant results. This did not even include the work of
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints (Mormon), which had
sent missionaries to Denmark as early as 1850. Some estimate that
as many as 45,000 Danes left Denmark to come to "Zion," their new
home in the state of Utah.
The following chapters will give you a brief description of the
denominations known to have ministered to Danes after they arrived
in America. Without doubt the Mormon Church was the most
successful in the effort, with the exception of the Lutheran Church.
It is, however, more difficult to determine the full extent of the use
of the Danish language within this denomination. The use of the
English language was greatly encouraged making it more difficult to
determine how much the Danish language was used, particularly in
the Religious Bodies Census mentioned earlier. It is also however very
obvious that the Mormon "Zion" brought many Danes to Utah, as still
today the total percentage of persons of Danish ancestry in that state
is more than double the percentage in any other state in the Union and
second in total "Danish" population (behind California).
The source of information concerning non-Lutheran "Danish"
churches comes from a variety of different places. Some of the data is
conjecture on the part of the author. When accurate data and "proof"
are not readily available some of the data reported may be assumptive
in nature, based on suggested or known facts but with no authoritative
proof.
Every attempt has been made to make the information reported
here as accurate as possible for the same time period as the translation
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of the Henius book but it has not always been possible to guarantee
complete accuracy. The bibliography at the end of the congregational
listing will identify the source of the information used but unfortunately
without full documentation in some cases some finding may be more
or less an educated "guess" based on the information that is available.
And lastly the reader must keep in mind that beyond the Danish
Lutheran and Danish Baptist denominations the likelihood of the
listed congregations of being "totally" Danish is unlikely as many
were "Scandinavian" or "Dano-Norwegian" in nature and no records
indicate full memberships of any of the nationalities.
A bibliography of materials and sources used in researching this
article will be found at the end following the congregational listing.
Enjoy!

Robert A (Bob) Olsen
Houston, TX

2013
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Danish Baptists
As stated in the introduction the only other denomination to
establish a conference in America specifically for Danish congregations
other than the Church of Denmark, which is Lutheran, was the Baptist
Church. Loosely-knit organizations formed as early as the late 1850's
but the Danish Baptist General Conference was not formed until
September 1910 in Harlan, Iowa.
The first Danish Baptist church was established by Julius
Kohner in Copenhagen, Denmark in 1839. Kohner, born to Jewish
parents in Odense in 1806 came under the influence of Gerhard
Onchen during his journeys to Hamburg, Germany where he was
baptized in 1836. Within a few years Kohner was able to find likeminded people on the island of Langeland and in Copenhagen and
established congregations there. Even though the Grundlov of 1849
brought religious freedom and tolerance there was still persecution
and in 1856 a group of Danish Baptists came to the United States and
established a congregation near Germania, Pennsylvania, which had
been established a year earlier by German immigrants. This, however,
did not result in a permanent settlement and two years later most of
this group moved further west and settled in southeastern Wisconsin
where the first permanent Danish Baptist church in the United States
was founded near Raymond. The congregation still exists today and
was a part of the Danish Baptist General Conference when it was
formed in 1910 but left the conference shortly thereafter (1914) and
became Americanized. There were also early churches in Chicago
and other places but the "mother" church of Danish Baptists would
have to be considered the congregation at Clarks Grove, Minnesota.
In time there would be 84 Danish Baptist churches established in the
US and the Baptist Church was one of the truly "Danish" churches on
American soil, besides the Lutheran Church.
This church near Raymond west of Racine was organized on
November 10, 1856 and the first pastor was Soren Larsen, who left in
1858 to pastor the church in Waushara, Wisconsin (the second Danish
Baptist congregation established) when the Raymond congregation
became divided over the role of women in the church and Pastor
Larsen chose to remain neutral on the issue. Lars Jorgensen, a gifted
teacher, then came but was not ordained until February 1859. Over the
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years at least ten other Danish Baptist churches owed their beginning
to this congregation, including the one in Clarks Grove, Minnesota.
By the time the Danish Baptist General Conference was formed in
1910, seventy-six Danish Baptist congregations had been established.
Within the next twenty years eight more congregations were born
(one in Canada). However, by the time the conference disbanded on
August 29, 1958 at the 30th and last session of the Conference held
at First Baptist Church in Clarks Grove there were only fourteen
member churches remaining. Approximately 31 of the congregations
had disbanded with another 39 either merged or consolidated with
American Baptist churches, which the remaining 14 did when the
conference closed. The need for seminary training, periodicals,
hymnals, and preaching in the Danish language continued to decline
over the years particularly as the young people were born and raised
as English-speaking Americans. While many remained proud of their
Danish heritage the use of the mother tongue no longer existed and
thus a separate conference was no longer needed as well.
Most likely the Methodist and Mormon denominations were
larger but the Methodists were still primarily Norwegian rather than
Danish and no records are available to indicate Danish branches of
the Mormon Church. However, based on the immigration records,
Danes accounted for the majority of the "Scandinavian" work done
by the church and the large presence of persons of Danish ancestry in
Utah (as well as parts of Idaho) today would indicate the likelihood of
many Danish-speaking services.
There are congregations that still honor their Danish heritage
and the Baptist Memorial Home in Harlan, Iowa remains today as a
testament to these Danish pioneers who took upon the difficult task
of building this facility, which was first dedicated on August 24, 1950.
Originally the archives of the Danish Baptist General Conference
were held at the Home in Harlan, until they were transferred to the
Clarks Grove, MN church. In time the archives became a part of the
collection at the American Baptist - Samuel Colgate Historical Library
in Rochester, New York. In an attempt to unite the American Baptist
archives across the United States under one roof this collection found
a new home at the Atlanta (Georgia) campus of Mercer University in
September 2008.
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Danish Episcopalians
While the 1906 Religious Bodies Census of the United States
reports only one Episcopal church using the Danish language to
conduct some of their worship services it may be difficult to determine
which congregation that is. There are however two strong examples of
the work of the Episcopal church among the Danes in America, one in
Wisconsin and the other in New Denmark, New Brunswick, Canada.
According to Rasmus Andersen in his book "Banebrydere for
Kirken i Amerika" (Pioneers for the Church in America), the oldest Danish
congregation with a Danish pastor was St. Mark's Episcopal Church
in Waupaca, Wisconsin. While is it known that at least a portion of this
congregation was served by Martin F. Sorensen, a son of the emigrant
agent Rasmus Sorensen, from 1856 until 1870, there is little to support
the fact that it was a purely Danish congregation. Sorensen was the
ninth graduate of the Episcopalian Nashotah Seminary, ordained by
Bishop Kemper on June 25, 1848. He began serving the Scandinavian
population around Ashippun, Wisconsin.
Interesting is that in light of the 2000 "Called to Common
Mission" statement, giving full communion to the Episcopal and
Evangelical Lutheran Churches in America, a unique and important
event had also taken place at the 1847 convention of the Episcopal
Church. Two Lutheran churches from the area near Waukesha,
Wisconsin were present, having been accepted into full union with
the Diocese of Wisconsin by Bishop Kemper. St. Olaf's, Ashippun, and
Scandinavian Parish, Pine Lake (Nashotah Village), fully intended to
remain Lutheran, while having a full union relationship with their
Episcopal neighbors. These parishes were served by the Swedish
Rev. G. Unonius who had been the first graduate of Nashotah House.
The author Wagner states, "Here we have recorded one of the most
unusual and singular facts in the history of the American Church.
If this is not the only incident of its kind in the American Church,
it is a rare one - two congregations who announce their purpose
of remaining Lutheran in doctrine and practice, and yet are being
ministered to by an Episcopalian priest and are in full union with an
Episcopalian diocese." St. Olaf ultimately remained Lutheran and still
exists today. The Nashotah Parish split in the 1850's. One group took
the records and registers of the church and founded St. John's English
Lutheran Church, Stone Bank. The other retained the log church and
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cemetery, and became Holy Innocents Episcopal Church, Nashotah.
More than 100 years later, during the mid 1960's this parish merged
with Grace Episcopal, Hartland, Wisconsin to form St. Anskar's
Episcopal Church, the name of the Apostle to Scandinavia reflecting
the Scandinavian heritage in that area.
Similarly the small village of New Denmark, New Brunswick
Canada founded by Danish immigrants in 1872 shares a common
story. This area also included a Scottish "colony" and was served
by an Anglican priest from Perth-Andover, New Brunswick named
Leopold Hoyt. However for several years neither churches nor
schools were established in the colony. Some of the Danish settlers
wrote to Pastor Vilhelm Beck in Denmark seeking a minister to come
to New Denmark. Requesting $800 per year to come to the colony
Hans Mikkelsen Hansen eventually accepted an offer of only $200,
even though he had a large family which included eight children to
support, and came to New Denmark. Unfortunately after they arrived
there was no support offered. On the verge of returning to Denmark
Hoyt suggested Hansen contact the Anglican bishop in Fredericton. It
was arranged for Hansen to be accepted and ordained a catechist and
within a year a priest in the Anglican Church. He was, however, still
allowed to use Luther's Catechism and the Danish hymnal. Over time
the church split into congregations of both denominations which still
exist today.

Danish Free Church (Congregational)
(Norwegian-Danish Free Church Association)
The first churches in what became the Norwegian-Danish Free
Church Association began on both the East and West Coast about the
same time in 1884. The first was the Norwegian-Danish Evangelical
Free Church Association organized in Tacoma, Washington. The
second was the Scandinavian Congregational Church of Boston,
Massachusetts, which began in 1884 but was not formally organized
until a year later. This church, however, has long been considered
the "mother church" of the denomination. The third congregation
began in 1886 in Wesley, Iowa and was also called the Scandinavian
Congregational Church and was comprised of Norwegians, Danes,
and Swedes from its early days. The Congregational church had
seen the need to minister to these immigrants when Superintendant
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Marcus Whitman Montgomery wrote "A Wind from the Holy Spirit
in Sweden and Denmark" which declared the need to minister to the
many Scandinavians, particularly in the Chicago area. That year both
Swedish and Dano-Norwegian departments were established as part
of Chicago Theological Seminary (CTS). Peter Christian Trandberg,
born on the island of Bomholm in Denmark in 1835 was chosen to
lead the Dano-Norwegian Department, a position he filled until 1890
when he was dismissed for being "Lutheran." In those six years he
had taught a total of 48 students (24 Norwegian and 24 Danish),
who would pursue many different careers after graduation. Many
would serve either the Danish or Norwegian Lutheran Churches and
numerous other church denominations, including some prominent
leaders of what would become the Norwegian-Danish Free Church
Association. After Trandberg left CTS he conducted his own seminary
for about three years. This school, called the Lutheran Free Seminary,
educated an additional 16 students (14 of whom where Danish) and
mainly served the Danish Lutheran synods, however, several served
Norwegian synods and one even became a Baptist minister.
As the Free Church membership grew some felt a need for their
own school and established the Norwegian-Danish Free Church Bible
Institute and Academy at Rushford, Minnesota in the fall of 1910. In
early 1916 this school was moved to Minneapolis. The department at
Chicago Theological Seminary remained active for a number of years
after this as well.
It was not until 1910 that a formal church association was
established. By this time one of the prominent churches in the
organization was Salem Evangelical Free Church of Chicago, which
had been founded in 1887. The majority of the founders of this church
were Danish but the congregation was heavily Norwegian during most
of its history. This church still exists today but after the Norwegian
work ceased it ultimately began serving the Spanish speaking people
in the area and with the merger of the English- and Spanish-speaking
congregations is now known since 2003 as Good News Bible Church,
and still affiliated with the Evangelical Free Church.
As language became less of a barrier talks began (in the late
1930's) between the N-D Evangelical Free Church Association and the
Swedish Evangelical Free Church, which resulted in a merger in 1950.
Talks of merger had begun many years earlier, as early as 1905 and
again in 1921. The pivotal point in this union was a vote taken by the
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two groups at their annual conferences in 1949. The "Swedish" group
meeting at Medicine Lake, Minnesota voted 196 to 13 in favor of the
merger and the Norwegian-Danish group meeting at Britt, Iowa voted
73 to 5 in favor. The last step was a polling of all congregations and
a final vote of approval at the 1950 conference. By March 1950 only 2
of the 207 churches that responded indicated their disapproval of the
plan but by the time the joint conference was held in June 1950 those
two churches changed their vote and the final tally was unanimous
in favor of merging the two groups. Their respective schools (the
Norwegian-Danish school in Minneapolis and the Swedish school
in Chicago) had merged in 1946 and relocated to Chicago, where it
was known as Trinity Seminary and Bible College. This school moved
to the northern suburb of Deerfield in 1961 where it became Trinity
Evangelical Divinity School and Trinity College. In 1995 those two
institutions and several other Free Church-affiliated colleges merged
to become Trinity International University (TIU).
The Swedish branch of the church was much larger than the
Norwegian-Danish branch when it merged in 1950 and the first
president of the newly formed church was Dr. E.A. Halleen, the
last president of the Swedish branch, unanimously elected to a oneyear term and Dr. Arnold Theodore Olson, the last president of the
Norwegian-Danish branch and chairman of the merger committee,
was elected to the office of Vice-President. In 1951 he assumed the
presidency, an office he held for 25 years until his retirement in 1976.
The chapel at TIU is named in his honor.
The archives of the church are housed at the Rolfing Memorial
Library on the campus of Trinity International University in Deerfield,
Illinois but some records can also be found at state historical societies,
and particularly the Minnesota Historical Society.
The Evangelical Free Church today is one the fastest growing
denominations in the United States. The word "Free" refers to the
church governance where each congregation is an independent
autonomous unit.

Danish Friends (Quakers)
Persons familiar with Scandinavian Quakers are undoubtedly
aware of the 1825 voyage of the sloop "Restauration" from Stavanger,
Norway to the United States. The sloop departed Norway on July
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5, 1825 and landed in New York on October 9 of the same year. The
group of 52, many of whom were Norwegian Quakers, was led by
Cleng Peerson and was commonly referred to as the "Sloopers." They
originally settled in New York and some eventually made their way
to the Fox River Settlement in Illinois and Peerson ultimately moved
to a small Norwegian settlement known as Norse, Texas where he is
buried!
By the late 1850's some Norwegian "Friends" began to settle
in central Iowa, just south of present day Le Grand and the
/; community" was known as Stavanger, one of the few and by far the
largest Norwegian Quaker meeting in the United States. By 1890 the
Stavanger Meeting numbered 222 persons.
In 1888 this group submitted a plan for a school which opened in
the fall of 1891 with one teacher and a matron in charge. Enrollment
quickly grew to approximately 40-50 students. There were
undoubtedly some Danes among this group and at least one of the
headmasters, Nicholas Larson, was Danish.
There was also a small settlement near the town of Randall, Iowa,
which was known as "Little Copenhagen," which over time grew to
approximately 50 families. The leader of this settlement was Christian
Paulson Christianson, who was influenced by the lay Danish preacher,
Mogens Abraham Sommer, an itinerate minister who traveled to many
areas of the United States preaching doctrines akin to Quakerism.
There was never a Quaker meeting organized here and when
Christianson's father died he was buried on the land of one of the
Danish farmers, with Sommer officiating.
Most of the meetings were likely held in homes and no" church" was
ever established. A number of these people organized a philosophical
"club" which was more inclined to Quakerism and Unitarianism. The
gifted Norwegian Unitarian minister Kristofer Janson also addressed
the group on occasion. Some of the more conservative-minded joined
the local Norwegian Lutherans and the more pronounced Quakers
left and settled in Cedar County, Iowa, near Springdale and West
Branch, the birthplace of President Herbert Hoover.
Based on correspondence and some personal family history it is
my belief that the Danish-language "Friends" meeting as reported in
the 1916 US Religious Bodies Census was most likely in the Springdale/
West Branch area. (There was also a Danish Lutheran church in West
Branch).
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Another connection dealing with Danes in and around the
Springdale/West Branch area is the reference to the only Danish
language agricultural magazine in America being published out of
West Branch.
The only thing that remains from the original "Little Copenhagen"
settlement is the cemetery, known as the "Old Danish Cemetery" and
sometimes as the "Old Randall Cemetery," which lies across a gravel
road north of Mt. Olive Cemetery about a mile north of Randall,
Iowa; however, there are no markers to indicate the name of this
cemetery. Here are buried many of the "founding fathers" of the little
community who remained in the area when others moved on to Cedar
County, Iowa. Most of those remaining ultimately associated with the
Norwegians in the area.

Danish LDS (Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints)
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints (commonly called
Mormons) was founded in New York State in 1830 by Prophet Joseph
Smith. By 1847 many of these persecuted people had moved from
New York to Ohio then Missouri, back in to Illinois (where Joseph
and his brother Hyrum were murdered) and ultimately settled in the
valley of the Great Salt Lake in what would become the state of Utah.
After the death of Smith the people of Nauvoo, Illinois were led to
Utah by Brigham Young, who had felt the call as prophet.
Among the original pioneer company to cross the plains and
arrive in Salt Lake City was one Dane, Hans Christian Hansen,
who had embraced the beliefs of the church in Boston in 1842. The
following year he moved to Nauvoo where he assisted in the building
of the temple there. His brother, Peter Olsen Hansen, arrived in the
United States in 1844 and was baptized into the church by his brother.
Peter Clemensen, had been the first Dane to be baptized but later left
the church. The first party to Utah, which included Hans, arrived on
July 24, 1847. Peter would soon follow, arriving in September of the
same year.
The general conference of the church held in October 1849 called
a number of missionaries to go out from the "Valley" and preach the
restored gospel in foreign lands. Peter 0. Hansen was among that
first group and along with Apostle Erastus Snow, was called to fill
his mission in Denmark. Snow had been ordained a member of the
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Quorum of the Twelve earlier that year. Hansen arrived in Denmark
on April 8, 1850, followed a week later by Snow. He began to work
immediately to translate the Book of Mormon into the Danish
language. He also published the first foreign language hymnal of
the church, as well as being the translator and writer for the Danish
language publication Skandinaviens Stjerne (which after several
name changes is still published today as Liahona, the LDS magazine
published in over 50 different languages between one and 12 times
annually by the church.
Denmark was second only to Great Britain in the number of
immigrants encouraged to immigrate to "Zion" as they called Utah.
The "Perpetual Emigration Fund" (PEF) was established in 1849 to
assist those who could not afford to pay for the journey to borrow the
funds with the condition that they would re-pay the fund when they
reached Utah, allowing others the same opportunity. This fund was
disincorporated by the Edmund-Tucker Act of 1887, passed by the
U.S. Congress, on the grounds that the fund encouraged polygamy.
This did not stop the efforts of the church which in some years
sent as many as 100 missionaries to Denmark alone and it is believed
that over 14,000 Danes came to the United States in the years from
1850-1926. Statistics indicate that over 26,000 Danes were baptized
during those years, thus over half of them left the motherland and
came to the US. This is evident also in the US Census reports that
show two Danes in Utah in 1850 but 10 years later there were more
Danes in Utah than any other state in the union. In the next two census
reports (1870 and 1880), Utah remained second (only to Wisconsin)
in the number of Danes. By 1890 Iowa was the most Danish state but
Utah still ranked sixth. With the 2010 Census data Utah now is second
only to California in number of people claiming a Danish ancestry
and claims twice as many Danes (than any other state) in percentage
of the total population. Over six percent of the citizens of Utah claim
Danish ancestry.
Before the first transcontinental railroad was completed in 1869
that connected the Eastern United States to the West the Mormon
Church initiated 10 handcart expeditions that began in Iowa City,
Iowa and ended in Salt Lake City. These expeditions were conducted
between 1856 and 1860 and approximately 3,000 "Saints" made the
journey. Several of these expeditions had disastrous results. The fourth
and fifth companies, known as the Willie and Martin Companies left
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too late from the Winter Quarters, on the north side of present day
Omaha, Nebraska, and experienced great loss. Almost 15 percent of
the Willie party did not survive the journey and almost 30 percent
of the Martin company was lost. The seventh expedition was known
as the "Scandinavian" Company, which was comprised of many
Danes who had left Copenhagen on April 18, 1857 and via Britain and
Philadelphia arrived in Iowa City on June 9. They left there four days
later and arrived in Salt Lake City on September 13 having lost only
approximately six of the 330 in their company.
Many settled in Salt Lake City but a large number of them, many
of them farmers in Denmark moved further south and established
many towns in central Utah, an area that to this day is called "Little
Denmark." Sanpete and Sevier Counties were particularly Danish
and the town of Elsinore reflects that heritage, named for the town
containing the Kronborg Castle (in Shakespeare's Hamlet).
Today small towns in this area account for many of the most
Danish places in America based on 2010 United States Census data.
It is very likely that services were conducted in the Danish
language but the Church as a whole advocated a speedy transition
to the English language. Thus reports of Danish language worship
are likely not completely accurate in the Religious Bodies Census of
1906 and 1916. The Danish language church newspaper existed until
1935 and there was still a Danish branch within the Liberty Stake in
Salt Lake City as late as 1984. Celebrations were held in both 1900 and
1950 in honor of the 50th and 100th anniversaries of the missionary
work in Denmark.
One Dane, Anthon H. Lund, rose to the rank of First Counselor
in the First Presidency in 1918, a position he held until his death in
1921. He also served as Church Historian from 1900-1921. Another
Dane, Andrew Jenson was appointed Acting Church Historian just
prior to Lund's appointment and served as an Assistant Historian for
almost 45 years. He was, without a doubt, one of the most prolific
writers in the history of the church. Jenson also served as President of
the Scandinavian Mission. His publications spanned a period of time
of almost 60 years. C.C.A. Christensen, educated at the Royal Danish
Academy of the Arts, is best known for the "Mormon Panorama," a
series of 23 oil and canvas paintings (each measuring 6.5 feet tall and
9.5 feet wide, that tell the story of the early church). These paintings
were sewn together and Christensen would travel throughout Utah
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to local congregations rolling the painting out, almost as a motion
picture, while telling the story depicted in the paintings. He also
wrote many hymns of the church, some of which can still be found
in the current day Danish language hymnal, along with the hymns of
Grundtvig, Ingemann, Brorson, and Kingo, as well as translations of
other LDS hymn writers.

Danish Methodists
The oldest Scandinavian Methodist church in the world is Willerup
United Methodist Church in Cambridge, Wisconsin (very near to the
historic Norwegian settlement in southeastern Wisconsin known as
Koshkonong), incorporated on May 3, 1851 with 52 members and
dedicated on July 21, 1852. There is, however, evidence of earlier
gatherings of Scandinavian Methodists, such as in the Fox River
Valley in LaSalle County, Illinois, near the present village of Norway.
In discussing Scandinavian Methodists, one must separate the work
into two groups, Swedish and Norwegian-Danish.
While the majority of the members of the Norwegian-Danish
Methodist church have always been Norwegian, the founder of
the first church was a Dane named Christian B. Willerup. Born in
Copenhagen on October 6, 1815 he came to America at the age of 17
and was converted by the American Methodists around Savannah,
Georgia and joined a congregation there in 1839. In 1850 he had
been asked to go out as a missionary and was ordained an elder by
Bishop Janes on October 20, 1850 and transferred to the Wisconsin
Conference. Thus began the work of the Methodist church among the
Danish-Norwegian immigrants, particularly in the upper Midwest.
Willerup later returned to his homeland where he is also known as
the founder of Methodism in Denmark
The Norwegian-Danish Conference of the Methodist Church
was established in 1880 and remained active until 1943 when it was
absorbed into the English speaking Methodist Episcopal Church. The
organizing and concluding annual sessions were both held at Trinity
Methodist Church in Racine, Wisconsin, a church also established by
Willerup after leaving Cambridge in 1854. Over the years churches
were established particularly throughout the Midwest and the
Norwegian-Danish Conference of The Methodist Church was divided
up into several "districts." The largest and longest lasting were the
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Chicago and Minneapolis Districts but there was another called Red
River Valley District as well as the Eastern District, which had begun
as "The Norwegian-Danish Mission in the Eastern States." There was
also a loosely bound conference for Norwegian-Danish Methodism
on the West Coast.
The beginnings of the West Coast work began when Rev. and
Mrs. Carl J. Larsen moved to Oakland, California where he was a
foreman for the large carving and designing factory. They had been
members of the First Norwegian-Danish Methodist Episcopal Church
in Chicago under the leadership of J. H. Johnson. Finding like-minded
Scandinavians who had also come west the group started meeting in
homes until they were able to rent a Seventh-Day Adventist Church
for Sunday worship. By 1880 they were able to build a little church on
Market and 24 th Streets, becoming the first Scandinavian Methodist
Church on the west coast. In time the Swedish members separated and
organized into a separate group and the church became NorwegianDanish. Within a few years congregations were established in Oregon,
Idaho, and Washington states and in 1888 by authority of the General
Conference these churches were organized into a Mission Conference.
The conference continued to grow with churches in California, Utah,
and Montana. In 1939 the Western Norwegian-Danish Conference was
dissolved and reunited with the American Conference, chiefly due to
the decrease in Norwegian-Danish immigrants and the fact that most
congregations were then worshipping in the English language.
Scandinavian Methodism on the East Coast began in New York
when a Swedish minister, O.G. Hedstrom, was secured and a ship
was purchased and harbored at Pier 11 on the East River. The ship,
named the "John Wesley but called "Bethelship" by everyone was
geared to resemble a church and held its first meeting on May 25,
1845. It would minister to many an immigrant as they passed through
the port. Over time the Norwegian, Ole P. Petersen, and Buriel Smith,
a Dane also began ministering and were both considered the founders
of Norwegian-Danish Methodism on the East Coast. On October 26,
1874 the first Danish Methodist Episcopal Church was established
in Perth Amboy, New Jersey with Buriel Smith as its Pastor. These
churches were organized as a "Disciplinary Mission" in October
1924 but dissolved six years later and joined the Norwegian-Danish
Conference. Ten years later in 1940 this district was dissolved and the
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existing churches became a part of the Conference where they were
geographically located.
Barely 10 percent of the ministers of the N-D Methodist Conference
were Danes and it is difficult to speculate the percentage of Danes
within the congregations. Many of the locations where churches were
established began as Norwegian settlements but others have a more
Danish character to them. With the entwined history and heritage of
the two countries it is not surprising that two nationalities lived and
worshipped in many of the same locations.
Although archival materials may be located at several locations,
such as state archives and The Norwegian-American Historical
Association on the campus of St. Olaf College in Northfield,
Minnesota, the primary archives are housed at Garrett Theological
Seminary Library on the campus of Northwestern University in
Evanston, Illinois.

Danish Moravians
Wisconsin is a state of many "firsts" with the establishment of
Scandinavian congregations, including not only the first Scandinavian
Methodist Church in the world and the first Norwegian and Danish
Seventh-Day Adventists congregations but also the first Scandinavian
Moravian congregation which was organized on August 26, 1849 in
Milwaukee. Leadership was provided by A.M. Iverson, a Norwegian
who together with twelve Norwegians, four Danes and two Swedes
organized that day. By 1853 this group had relocated to northeastern
Wisconsin where the village of Ephraim was established in Door
County and a church was built and Ephraim became a distinctive
Moravian village.
Iverson spent the next ten years not only ministering to the people
of Ephraim but to others in the vicinity and as far away as Chicago.
The strenuous work forced him to retire in 1864 and the congregation
sent a request to the Unity Elders' Conference for a Scandinavian
minister. Accepting the call was Brother Hans Jensen Groenfeldt from
Christiansfeld, Denmark, a Moravian town founded in Southern
Jutland in 1773 and named for King Christian VII. Groenfeldt arrived
in July 1864 and immediately got to work among the people of both
Ephraim and nearby Sister Bay where another congregation had been
organized. Shortly before leaving Denmark and his arrival in Wisconsin
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Groenfeldt had married Marie Elisa Loding and several children were
born to this union including John (born in 1865 and later anglicized
his name to Greenfield) and Samuel (born in 1867), who both became
ministers of the church. In 1873 a fourth Danish Minister arrived from
the Mission Training school in Niesky, Germany and became pastor
of the Sturgeon Bay, Wisconsin congregation. Another minster of the
Scandinavian Moravians was Anders Petterson, a Swede whose wife,
Anna, was born in Denmark.
At the tum of the century there were six Scandinavian Moravian
ministers, four of whom were Danish, however the membership appears
to have one more Norwegian, but often times a mix of the two. Several
of these congregations remain today and still include a significant
proportion of congregants of Norwegian and Danish heritage.
The son of Samuel Groenfeldt (grandson of Hans Jensen
Groenfeldt) rose to a high leadership role in the Moravian Church,
where he served as President of the Provincial Elders' Conference,
the governing board of the Northern Province from 1966 until
his retirement in 1982. He had also served as the editor of the
denominational magazine, The Moravian, from 1974-1967. His uncle
John Greenfeld also edited a Danish language Moravian newspaper
for a number of years.

Danish Presbyterians
The 1906 Religious Bodies Census of the United States listed one
Presbyterian church using the Danish language in conjunction with
the English language in conducting worship services. With almost 100
percent certainty that would be Golgotha Danish Presbyterian Church
in St. Paul, Minnesota, located then at 196 Thomas Street.
This church was originally known as Dano-Norwegian
Presbyterian Church and it would appear that this church existed for
at least 25 years from the early 1890's until perhaps in to the early
1920's. The first resident pastor in 1893 was Matthias N. Andreasen,
a graduate of the Danish-Norwegian Department of Chicago
Theological Seminary and who four years later joined the United
Danish Lutheran Church organization. He served that organization
as its president from 1921-1925.
The second pastor at Golgotha was Andreas Christian Tychsen,
born in 1870 in Danish Schleswig-Holstein and a graduate of the
Danish-Norwegian Department of the Chicago Theological Seminary
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(CTS) and under whose pastorate the church edifice was built. The
church was then served by a pastor ordained by the Norwegian
Lutheran Synod before the first Pastorate of Niels Peter Gross,
another graduate of CTS and later a pastor in the General Synod of
the Lutheran Church. Gross served the church on two occasions.
Others to serve Golgotha were Peder Lund Bjerre and Alexander
Marlowe (born Axel Madsen) and Jens H. Pedersen, another Danish
born graduate of CTS and later editor of "Evangelisten," the
Norwegian-Danish church publication of the Norwegian-Danish
Free Church Association, formally organized in 1911. Reports from
the Statistics section of the Annual minutes of the General Assembly
contain data for the congregation from 1904 until 1919 when it
appears to have disbanded. Nothing is known about the church or its
congregation after that date.
The only other connection with Danes and the Presbyterian
Church can be found in the earlier days of the Mt. Pleasant, Utah
area, where many Danish Mormons had settled and where the
Reverend Duncan J. McMillan established not only a church but
a school for educating the young people in the area. It is believed
that services were conducted in English, Danish, and Swedish and
that Dr. McMillan even had small hymnals published in all three of
these languages for use by his congregants, but no proof of this exists
today. The school he established in 1875, however, does still exist
today. It was founded in the Sanpete Valley of central Utah (often
times still referred to as "Little Denmark") for the improvement of
the lives of the people in that area. After 100 years of support from
the Presbyterian Church it parted ways. Today Wasatch Academy is
Utah's only independent, coeducational, college preparatory school
in the state with approximately 300 students. Wasatch claims a 100
percent acceptance rate of its students to colleges and universities.

Danish RLDS (Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter Day Saints). (Since 2001, Community of Christ)
The Reorganized Church began in 1860, sixteen years after the
death of Joseph and Hyrum Smith in the Cathage Jail near Nauvoo,
illinois where the Mormons had settled. Brigham Young believed he
was called to be the new prophet and led the people from Nauvoo to
the Great Salt Lake Valley beginning in 1848. It was not until several
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years later that the young Joseph Smith III finally accepted that he
was indeed called to be the new prophet and follow his father in the
leadership of the church. The reorganized branch was never as big as
the Utah branch but did manage to send missionaries overseas, with
their first group of missionaries to Denmark in 1875.
Some of those disenfranchised with the Utah group and believing
that the true prophecy of the church existed in the son of its founder
quickly began to congregate and establish worship places. With
the large number of immigrants coming from Denmark it was not
unusual for conclaves of those settlers to congregate in the western
part of Iowa and eastern Nebraska not far from the Winter Quarters
just across the Missouri River in what is now the northern portion of
Omaha.
The earliest missionaries to Denmark were Magnus Fyrando
and Hans Nels Hansen, who had been born in Denmark in 1850
and along with his family, had come under the influence of the
Mormon missionaries, travelling to America in April 1864. It was a
very difficult journey but by October the family found themselves in
Salt Lake City. Within a few years rumors began to circulate about
a reorganized church called "Josephites." In April 1867 Hansen with
many of his neighbors joined the reorganized church and within a
month approximately sixty families left Utah and began the eastward
trek back to Missouri and Nebraska with intent on settling in western
Iowa.
At the conference held in Council Bluffs, Iowa in the fall of 1874,
Hansen was ordained an elder by Joseph Smith and accepted his call
to return to Denmark, arriving there in early 1875. It was here that
another young Dane came under the influence of Elder Hansen.
This man was Peter Andersen, who left Denmark and came to
Iowa where he was baptized by Brother Hansen in the church at
Weston in December 1880. Andersen was ordained a priest in 1881 and
was appointed (1882) to return to the motherland with his message.
Upon his return to Iowa he was ordained an Elder at Crescent, Iowa
in 1883. He began a Danish language newspaper Sandhedens Banner
in Lamoni, IA (where the Prophet Joseph Smith III lived) in 1884 for
the Danish speaking people. Eventually the college of the church,
Graceland, would take root in Lamoni as well, north of the eventual
headquarters in Independence, Missouri. Far western Missouri had
also been one of the early settlements of the Saints and was situated
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between the two places. Scandinavians, and particularly Danes, came
together to create churches in Weston, Hazel Dell, and Council Bluffs
(known then as Kanesville), Iowa as well as Omaha, Nebraska.
Pottawattamie County, Iowa and Douglas County, Nebraska have
both always had large Danish populations and while there was never
an official organization of Danish RLDS congregations, descendants
of these pioneers are still active in local branches of this church (which
has been known since 2001 as the Community of Christ), particularly
in Western Iowa. Many of the early branches have merged with
others, one in particular, the Hazel Dell branch, is now part of the
Underwood church. However, the original church building is now
used as the Hazel Dell Township Hall.

Danish Salvation Anny
The Salvation Army was begun in London in 1865 by a one-time
Methodist minister named William Booth. By 1880 the work had been
expanded to the United States as well as to Sweden (1882), Denmark
(1887), Norway (1888), and Finland (1889). In New York in 1887 there
were four Swedish laundry women who once they found a Salvation
Army Corps started gathering other Scandinavian speaking persons
to attend meetings. By Christmas that year they were successful in
opening the first Scandinavian Corps in that city, thus being the third
corps opened in the United States.
Their success soon spread to other cities and Scandinavian Corps
could be found coast to coast. While the majority of the corps were
Swedish, the Norwegians were also responsible for establishing corps,
particularly in larger cities such as Chicago and Minneapolis, where
large numbers of Norwegians could be found.
There were several prominent Danes in the organization as
well but as best as can be determined there was only one corps that
had a specific Danish character to it. That was Cragin #12 founded
in the Humboldt Park area of Chicago where many Scandinavians
had settled. The name of the organization also gives some clue to
the hierarchy of the "church" as well. The international leader of
the Salvation Army is called the General and lower level leaders are
known as Colonel, Lieutenant-Colonel, Major, Captain, Major and so
forth.
One of the Colonels of the Cragin Corps was Christian Dragsbak,
born in Copenhagen in 1899. In his retirement he lived in Rockford,
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Illinois where the author had the privilege of meeting him and
speaking of his experience in the Corps.
While this was the only "Danish" Corps with the "Army" there
were numerous other Danes who played an important role in their
work. To mention a few would include Brigadier Emil Marcussen
(whose grandson Paul worked in the Chicago Territory), Harald
Madsen, active on the West coast, Major L. M. Simonsen, and composer
Emil Soderstrom.
In the 1950's the Cragin Corps merged with the Kedzie Avenue
Corps, which was a predominately Norwegian Corps. The Salvation
Army in Chicago today still includes descendants of many of these
Scandinavian Salvationists.

Danish Seventh-Day Adventist Church
The Danish Seventh-Day Adventist Church was the second largest
Danish church denomination "born" on American soil. The largest
was that of the Methodist church. Both were, however, more DanishNorwegian or in the case of the Methodists, Norwegian-Danish.
The Danes outnumbered the Norwegians in the SDA church while
Norwegians dominated that branch of the Methodist church in the
USA. There was never a separate conference for these ethnic churches
within the SDA because the founder and spiritual leader, Ellen
White felt it would divide the church. However while there was no
formal association there were gatherings of the Danish-Norwegians.
The Methodists, on the other hand established a conference for
Norwegian-Danish congregations in 1880 which remained in
existence until 1943 when it dissolved and became part of the greater
Methodist church in the US. (See the chapter on Danish Methodists).
The two largest denominations among the Danes were obviously the
Lutheran Church, the national church of Denmark and the Baptist
Church which actually had roots in Denmark as early as 1839, but
due to extreme persecution, particularly prior to the Grundlov of
1849, resulted in many Baptists leaving Denmark for the freedom of
religious expression in America. (See the chapter on Danish Baptists).
The Danish-Norwegian publication Evangeliets Sendebund
on November 30, 1910 reported almost 60 Danish-Norwegian
congregations in the United States and Canada and the 1916
United States Religious Bodies Census report indicated that 32 SDA
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congregations in the US reported the use of the Danish language in at
least a portion of their worship services, four of those reporting the
use of Danish exclusively. The 1906 Census report indicated 20 Danish
language churches of which ten used only the Danish language.
The Danish Baptists provided many of the early converts to the
Danish Seventh Day Adventist group. The early missionary work
both in the United States and in Scandinavia (particularly Denmark)
was led by one man.
John Gottfried Matteson was born in 1835 in Tranekcer, on the
island of Langeland, off the coast of Funen in Denmark. In 1853 John
had taken a position as a postal clerk in Tranekcer, the main town on
the island and a little south of his hometown. When he was 19 years old
he convinced his family to immigrate to Wisconsin where others had
already settled and more were interested in going. In his own words
they arrived in Wisconsin in July 1854. They settled in the town of
New Denmark, southeast of Green Bay. A very musical young man he
was also slightly handicapped which did not allow him to participate
in sports at the level he desired. He became a voracious reader and
the Bible was one of his favorite books. After several years he was
inspired by a local Danish Baptist minister and left for Chicago where
he enrolled in Douglas University, a Baptist institution and forerunner
of the present day University of Chicago. He arrived in Chicago with
little more than the clothes on his back. During summers home from
school he would preach at Baptist congregations in the area and they
quickly grew to enjoy his spirited nature and requested his service as
pastor even prior to his completing his schooling. A lack of finances
saw his return to Wisconsin where a group of Baptists at Brushville (an
unincorporated village currently located in the town of Bloomfield in
Waushara County, Wisconsin) called him as their pastor so his formal
education was never completed.
Adherents of the Seventh-day Adventist church were also
preaching in the area and had contacted Matteson in an attempt to
"show him the light." He agreed to meet with Philander Cady to
discuss the issue of the Sabbath confident he would be able to sway
Cady to the "right way of thinking." It was however, Matteson, who
was "swayed" and afterwards chose to begin "keeping the Sabbath"
on Saturday as he had come to believe was the true Sabbath.
Many of his "flock" at the Baptist congregation at Brushville were
eventually convinced as well and followed him as Adventists, leaving
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the Baptist faith. Word spread of Matteson and he was soon traveling
and preaching at many locations throughout Wisconsin and even
other states.
The Seventh-Day Adventists at Oakland, Jefferson County (near
present day Fort Atkinson, Wisconsin) soon heard of this Danishspeaking pastor and quickly called him. These men and women were
a part of the large Norwegian settlement around Koshkonong and had
at one time been ministered to by the Danish born Methodist minister,
Christian B. Willerup, who had established the first Scandinavian
Methodist church in the world at Cambridge, Wisconsin in 1852 and
they had been known for a time as Seventh-Day Methodists. They had
formed a church in December 1861, thus holding the distinction of
being the oldest Scandinavian SDA church in the world. The Methodist
congregation in nearby Cambridge where Pastor Christian Willerup
ministered to his "flock" as Seventh-Day Methodists had been
established in 1851 and also has the distinction of being the "Oldest
Scandinavian Methodist Church in the World." Both congregations
still exist today and are located approximately five miles apart. The
belief of the two groups was very similar with the exception of which
day to observe the Sabbath. Willerup proposed a compromise that they
could "keep their Jewish Sabbath but they would keep the Christian
Sabbath also." Ultimately English-speaking Adventists began to
minister to the Norwegians and when they decided to be baptized by
immersion they were disfellowshipped by the Methodists for heresy.
This group of Norwegian Adventists originally had to rely on English
speaking ministers and ofte!l had the younger generation, who were
learning and speaking ·English, translate for them. Leaming of the
Danish speaking Matteson brought great joy to this group as now they
could hear the word spoken in their native tongue. He first visited
them in the summer of 1864, shortly after establishing the Danish
congregation at Poy Sippi, Wisconsin in 1863. This congregation was
established as two separate congregations, one English-speaking
and the other Danish. These congregations were incorporated at the
courthouse in Waupaca on December 12, 1863.
The Oakland Adventists wanted Matteson to live near them and
soon called him to be pastor. To insure this the congregation built a cabin
for Matteson and his wife and three children in 1865, which became
his "home base" for 11 years but he continued to travel extensively to
serve the needs of other Scandinavian Adventists. Matteson's travels
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continued to increase leaving his wife, Anna, alone for long periods of
time to raise their ever-increasing family. Eventually in 1877 he left for
Denmark where he established congregations there and in Norway.
Slowly his work began to see others become interested in the work
among the Danish-Norwegian speaking people of the Midwest. While
there was never an official Danish or Norwegian SDA conference there
was a loosely knit group of churches that formed an organization
within the structure of the national church.
In 1871 he had been invited by a group of Adventists in Chicago
to come and minister to them. Enough were gathered together that
they were able to build a small chapel on Eire Street. When people
in the neighborhood saw work being performed on Sunday and not
Saturday it was not well accepted. It was also during this time that the
great Chicago fire occurred, fortunately causing NO damage to the
little chapel. This was the first effort of the SDA chtgch to establish
missionary work in a large metropolitan area as the church had
traditionally been a rural church.
Matteson also saw a need for educating new ministers for work
within the congregations forming throughout the Midwest as well
as a publication to keep these adherents "connected." Meeting with
the matriarch of the church, Ellen White in 1871 he requested money
to begin a Danish language newspaper for the people. Ms. White
knew there was no money for such an undertaking and certainly no
one familiar with the language to be able to set the type for such a
newspaper. Matteson of course volunteered not only to write and edit
the newspaper but also to personally set the type.
Training conferences were held for Scandinavian Adventists
but there was never any formal organization of Scandinavian
congregations. The Adventist Church had Scandinavian departments
at Union College in Lincoln, Nebraska and Walla Walla College
in College Place, Washington, as well as a school in Hutchinson,
Minnesota but the primary archives for the church are found at the
James White Library on the campus of Andrews University in Berrien
Springs, Michigan. There is the home of the Center for Adventist
Research.
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LIST OF NON-LUTHERAN CONGREGATIONS
ALABAMA
Silverhill Seventh Day Adventist
CALIFORNIA
Eureka Methodist
Fresno Seventh Day Adventist
Los Angeles Methodist
Modesto Baptist
Oakland Baptist
Oakland Free Church
Oakland Methodist
San Francisco Methodist
San Pedro Methodist
Selma Baptist
Watsonville Baptist
CONNECTICUT
Bridgeport Danish-Norwegian Free Mission
Hartford Free Church
New Haven Baptist
New Haven Our Savior's Danish Free Mission
New Haven Free Church
IDAHO
Blaine Methodist
Moscow Methodist
Woolmer/Troy/Bear Creek Methodist
ILLINOIS - Chicago Baptist
Chicago - Bethel Baptist
Chicago - Salem Free Church
Chicago Free Church
Chicago - Bethel (Logan Square) Free Church
Chicago - Silo Free Church
Chicago - Bethany Methodist
Chicago - Bethel Methodist
Chicago - Emmaus Methodist
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Chicago - First and Immanuel Methodist
Chicago - Kedzie Avenue Methodist
Chicago - Maplewood Avenue Methodist
Chicago - Moreland Methodist
Chicago - Cragin #12 (Salvation Army)
Chicago - Erie Street Seventh Day Adventist
Chicago - Rockwell Street Seventh Day Adventist
Chicago - Bethesda Free Church (Pullman)
Danway Free Church
Dwight Methodist
Evanston Methodist
Kankakee Baptist
Lee/Leland Methodist
Norway/Stavanger Methodist
Waukegan Baptist
Waukegan Methodist

IOWA
Alta Baptist
Atlantic Baptist
Britt Free Church
Britt - Upper Flat Free Church
Cedar Falls Baptist
Cedar Rapids Baptist
Council Bluffs Baptist
Council Bluffs - Scandinavian Reorganized Church Jesus Christ
of Latter Day Saints
Council Bluffs Seventh Day Adventist
Crystal Lake Baptist
Cuppy's Grove (Altamont) Baptist
Denver Methodist
Des Moines Baptist
Des Moines Methodist
Elk Horn Seventh Day Adventist
Elk Horn - Oakfield Baptist
Evergreen Baptist
Exira Seventh Day Adventist
Forest City Methodist
Forest City Seventh Day Adventist
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Gilmore Baptist
Harlan Baptist
Hazel Dell Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter Day Saints
Humboldt Baptist
Jacksonville Seventh Day Adventist
Lake Mills/Glenville/Palmer Methodist
Marshalltown Baptist
Merrills Grove Baptist
Missouri Valley Baptist
Missouri Valley Methodist
Newell Baptist
Quasqueton - Pine Creek Baptist
Ruthven Seventh Day Adventist
Rutland Methodist
Sioux City Baptist
Springdale/West Branch Friends
Ute Seventh Day Adventist
Wesley Free Church
Weston Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints
KANSAS
Jamestown Baptist
MAINE
Falmouth Seventh Day Adventist
Portland Bethlehem Free Church
MARYLAND
Baltimore Methodist
MASSACHUSETTS
Boston - Scandinavian Congregational (Free Church)
Boston - Methodist
Concord - Trinity Congregational (Free Church)
Concord Methodist
MICHIGAN
Bear Lake Baptist
Calumet/Ishpeming Methodist
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Edmore Baptist
Ludington Baptist
Ludington Methodist
Manistee Methodist
Marinette Methodist
Muskegon Free Church
Muskegon Methodist
MINNESOTA
Albert Lea Baptist
Albert Lea Seventh Day Adventist
Alden Baptist
Artichoke Seventh Day Adventist
Bath Seventh Day Adventist
Belvidere Methodist
Bemiji/Clifford/Lake Park Methodist
Blooming Prairie Baptist
Brighton Methodist
Brown County (Cobden) Baptist
Canby Methodist
Clarks Grove Baptist
Crookston Methodist
Duluth - First Methodist
Duluth - Bethany Methodist
Elbow Lake Methodist
Ellis Baptist
Fergus Falls/Tordenskjold Methodist
Foldahl Seventh Day Adventist
Gilchrist Seventh Day Adventist
Halstad Methodist
Hazel Seventh Day Adventist
Houston - Bethany Free Church
Hutchinson Seventh Day Adventist
Hutchinson/Lake Lillian Methodist
Kasson Baptist
Lake Johanna Seventh Day Adventist
Louisburg Baptist
Mankato Baptist
Milan/Watson Methodist
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Minneapolis - First Scandinavian Free Church
Minneapolis Free Church
Minneapolis - Salem Free Church
Minneapolis - Bethlehem Methodist
Minneapolis - First Methodist
Minneapolis Seventh Day Adventist
Morgan - Golden Gate Seventh Day Adventist
Newburg Methodist
Newfolden Free Church
Owatonna Seventh Day Adventist
Richland Methodist
Richmond Baptist
Rushford - Bible Free Church
Rushford Seventh Day Adventist
Sherboume Baptist
St. Paul Methodist
St. Paul - Golgotha Danish-Norwegian Presbyterian
Stephen/Warren/fhief River Falls Methodist
Stillwater Baptist
Stordan Baptist
Thief Rivers Free Church
Tyler Baptist
Tyler Seventh Day Adventist
Virginia Methodist
Walworth Baptist
Westbrook Baptist
Winona - Lakeside Free Church
MONTANA
Butte Methodist
Great Falls Methodist
Helena Methodist
Kalispell Methodist
McCabe (Sheridan) Baptist
Mona Baptist
NEBRASKA
Abdal Baptist
Dannebrog Baptist
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Dannebrog Seventh Day Adventist
Denmark Seventh Day Adventist
Fremont Methodist
Lime Grove Baptist
Omaha Baptist
Omaha Methodist
Omaha Scandinavian Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter Day Saints
Omaha Seventh Day Adventist
Osco Baptist
Plainview Seventh Day Adventist
Turtle Creek Baptist
Wallace Baptist
NEW HAMPSHIRE

Berlin (Mills) Methodist
NEW JERSEY

Hoboken Free Church
Jersey City Free Church
Jersey City Methodist
Orange - Calvary Free Church
Perth Amboy Methodist
Perth Amboy Seventh Day Adventist
NEWYORK

Bronx - Central Methodist
Brooklyn Norwegian-Danish Free Church
Brooklyn- Bethelship Methodist
Brooklyn- Sunset Park Methodist
Brooklyn Seventh Day Adventist
Coming Methodist
Jamestown - Zion Free Church
Queens - Bethel Methodist
NORTH DAKOTA

Coopertown - Saran Free Church
Coopertown - Bethlehem Free Church
Donnybrook Baptist
Fargo - Bethel Free Church
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Grand Forks Methodist
Hillsboro/Blanchard Methodist
Kenmare Seventh Day Adventist
Landa/Minot/Kenmore Methodist
Litchville - Elim Free Church
McVille/Romness Methodist
Minne Lake Methodist
Rosso Baptist
Rugby/Devils Lake Methodist
Valley City/Daily Methodist
Wheelock Seventh Day Adventist
OHIO
Cleveland - Bethel Free Church
OREGON
Astoria Methodist
Lebanon Seventh Day Adventist
McMinnville Baptist
Monitor Seventh Day Adventist
Portland - First Norwegian-Danish Methodist
Portland - Vancouver Avenue Methodist
Portland - Albina Methodist
PENNSYLVANIA
Philadelphia - Methodist
RHODE ISLAND
Providence - Methodist
SOUTH DAKOTA
Beresford Seventh Day Adventist
Dell Rapids Baptist
Lodi (Wakonda) Baptist
Millard Baptist
Puckwanna Baptist
Spink Co. (Conde) Baptist
Spring Valley Baptist
Swan Lake Seventh Day Adventist
Turkey Valley Baptist
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Viborg Baptist
Viborg Methodist
Viborg Seventh Day Adventist
Webster City Seventh Day Adventist
Woonsocket Baptist
TEXAS

Clifton (Norse) Seventh Day Adventist
UTAH
Brigham City Seventh Day Adventist
Salt Lake City- Latter Day Saints
Salt Lake City- Iliff Methodist
WASHINGTON
Aberdeen Methodist
Bellingham Methodist
Cedar Home Seventh Day Adventist
Cove Methodist
East Washington Baptist
Everett Methodist
Ferndale Seventh Day Adventist
Fragaria/Olalla Methodist
La Center Methodist
Port Townsend Methodist
Poulsbo Seventh Day Adventist
Rockford Methodist
Seattle Free Church
Seattle - Emanuel Methodist
Seattle -First Norwegian-Danish Methodist
Seattle Seventh Day Adventist
South Bend Methodist
Spokane Methodist
Tacoma - Elim Scandinavian Congregational (Free Church)
Tacoma Methodist
WISCONSIN
Ashland Methodist
Bone Lake (Luck) Seventh Day Adventist
Cambridge - Willerup Methodist
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Camp Douglas Baptist
Chippewa Falls Seventh Day Adventist
Chippewa County Baptist
Clintonville - Bethany Free Church
Cumberland Seventh Day Adventist
Deer Park Methodist
Diamond Bluff Methodist
Eau Claire/Colfax Methodist
Ephraim Moravian
Eureka Baptist
Oakland Seventh Day Adventist
Grantsburg Methodist
Green Bay Methodist
Green Bay (East and West) Moravian
Hartland/MartellNiking Methodist
Hayward/Washburn Methodist
Kenosha Methodist
Kenosha Seventh Day Adventist
Lacrosse/Arkdale Methodist
Madi$on- Bethany Free Church
Emmanuel Free Church
Milltown Baptist
Milwaukee - Ebenezer Free Church
Milwaukee Methodist
Milwaukee Seventh Day Adventist
Navarino Bethesda Free Church
Neenah Baptist
Neenah Seventh Day Adventist
Neenah/Whittenberg Methodist
New Denmark Baptist
Ogdensburg- Bethany Free Church
Oshkosh Baptist
Poy Sippi Seventh Day Adventist
Racine Baptist
Racine - Bethany Methodist
Racine - Trinity Methodist
Racine Seventh Day Adventist
Raymond Baptist
Raymond Seventh Day Adventist
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Sheboygan/Manitowoc Methodist
Sister Bay Moravian
Stoughton/Whitewater Methodist
Superior Free Church
Superior Methodist
Suring - Maple Valley Free Church
Underhill Seventh Day Adventist
Union Grove Baptist
Washington Island Baptist
Waupaca Baptist
Waupaca - St. Mark Episcopal
Waupaca Methodist
Waushara Baptist
Welcome Seventh Day Adventist
Westby Methodist
Wisconsin Rapids - Saratoga Moravian
Wittenberg Free Church
ALBERTA (CANADA)
Calgary Baptist
Harmatten Seventh Day Adventist
Olds Seventh Day Adventist
BRITISH COLUMBIA (CANADA)
Vancouver Methodist
NEW BRUNSWICK (CANADA)
New Denmark Anglican
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This is not a complete listing of materials and sources used in the research
of this article. The author is very appreciative of all the assistance received
from churches within the denominations as well as archives available from
numerous sources. The author is also continuing efforts to create an updated
Danish-American Religious Bibliography," similar in nature to the 1945
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Friedman's abbreviated Danish American Bibliography, 1974. Neither of these
publications dealt in depth with religious information available concerning
Non-Lutheran Danish-Americans. Many of these publications post-dated the
Mortensen volume and the Friedman study was relatively general in nature,
yet both still have great value to anyone interested in their Danish heritage.
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